
Submission from David & Diane Fleming    
 
 
Dear Sir 
 
We are writing to express our objection to the current proposals set out in the Higher 
Education Governance Bill.   We are horrified by these proposals . Our objections 
are based on the following observations: 
 

1.       We are unaware of any evidence to say that the current governance is unfit 
for purpose.  This is especially true given that the institutions themselves are 
looking at their own governance, following the Kelvin report and verifying that 
it is in line with modern standards elsewhere and delivering appropriate 
outcomes. 

 
2.       We are appalled that such important matters are in part being dealt with by 

regulation and ministerial action rather than by primary legislation.  It is totally 
inappropriate that a Government Minister should decide any facet of how 
institutions that are so long-lasting, valuable and universally respected are 
governed.  He has no locus in such matters at all. 
 

3.       The need for the independence of the Rector, as Chair of the  of the 
University Court is paramount.  We cannot think of a better method of 
achieving such independence , and a for taking a view of the future, than the 
current method of election by the student constituency.  The extremely 
distinguished list of people who have volunteered to serve in this role for over 
150 years is testament to high esteem in which the post in held both within the 
University and in the country in general.  Any short-listing procedure is a 
recipe for corruption of this independence. 

 
We would be grateful if you would bring these observations to the attention of your 
committee, and ask them to reject the Bill in its entirety. 
 
We are both graduates of St Andrews University, and hold the world-wide reputation 
of our alma mater in the highest regard.  It has always been a beacon of academic 
excellence, independence of thought and inspiration, and should carry on being so 
without any Government intervention whatsoever. 
 
With kind regards 
 
David and Diane Fleming 
 


